
Feral cats could use some help 



MARYANNE FIRTH/ 

INPORT NEWS FILE PHOTO 

Kristi Mallinson 
Vogel, founder of 
Port Colborne Feline 
Initiative, holds a cat 
at Welland and District 
Humane Society's cat 
adoption centre at 
Seaway Mall. Learn 
how to create a shelter 
to help feral cats 
during cold winter 
days. See story on 
Page 18. 



Is 2016 
your year 
for a move? 

Give Michael & 
Carlie a call to see 
what your home is 
worth and to get 
you moving this 
Spring! 


Carlie Smith 
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□ EDUCATION 


Immunization suspensions last resort: Public health 
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ABROAD: St. Catharines woman spends two months volunteering in Madagascar 

Living aboard a hospital ship 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

Postmedia Network 
As a recent marine engi¬ 
neering graduate, Sara 
Wegener had prepared her¬ 
self for life on the water. 

The 27-year-old St. 
Catharines woman thought 
it likely she would eventually 
call one of the Great Lakes 


But when opportunity 
arose to volunteer aboard 
a hospital ship docked 
in Madagascar, it was a 

couldn't let sail by. 

Wegener recently returned 
to Niagara after a two-month 
stint working on the Africa 
Mercy, the world’s largest 

16,500-ton vessel is one of 
several operated by glo¬ 
bal charity Mercy Ships, a 


sors, lifesaving equipment, 
sewage units and on-deck 
mechanics. 
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Will for a living wage exists, but resources may not 



actual wages needs to be 
filled. The reality is that it 
is unreasonable to expect 

responsibility entirely. This 
is where I ask people to 
have an open mind. How 
else can we bridge the gap? 
Can government step up 




Ni rWetad P °pl“2ham“ 


And now for some very good news 



GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non-commercial purposes. All other rights are reserved and commercial use is 
prohibited. To make any use of this material you must first obtain the permission of the owner of the copyright. 

For further information, contact Greg Furminger. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Copyright in letters and other material submitted to the publisher and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the publisher and its licensees may freely 
reproduce them in print, electronic or other form. 
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■ LOTTERY 


Port Colborne couple wins more than $7 million 
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□ YEAR AHEAD 

Niagara Catholic 
watching the numbers 
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■ COURT: $ll-million grow-op case returns to court March 14 

Pot case adjourned over 
immigration concerns 


TONYRICCIUTO 

Postmedia Network 

Three men who tended to more than 
11,000 marijuana plants at a large grow-op 
at a greenhouse in Wainfleet claim they were 
just gardeners and not the masterminds 
behind the $ll-million operation. 

The three accused, who were expected to 
be sentenced Monday in the Superior Court 
of Justice in Welland, will return to court 
March 14, because the judge wanted some 
clarification regarding an immigration issue 
that could affect one of the accused. 

During an earlier court appearance, the 
three men, NengTho Jin, 64, of Scarborough, 
Xian Zhi Wang, 51, of Toronto, and Rui Han 
Lin, 33, of Markham, all pleaded guilty to 
production of a controlled substance. 

Originally, the three men had also been 
charged with possession for the purpose of 
trafficking, but that charge was later with¬ 
drawn by the federal Crown. 

Court heard that Jin, who has never been 
in trouble before with the law, is a landed 
immigrant, and if he should receive a sen¬ 
tence longer than six months he could have 
an issue with immigration. 

Defence lawyer Darren Sederoff, who 
represents all three accused, said his cli¬ 
ents spent six days in custody following their 
arrest in July 2012. While on bail for nearly 
four years, they have co-operated with 
police, have been employed while awaiting 
trial, and there have been no breaches of any 
terms of their release. 

“There is no need to send them into cus¬ 
tody,” said Sederoff, who has suggested a 
conditional sentence in the six-to-12-month 
range, followed by a year of probation. 

For Jin, he suggested six months less a day 
so that it would not trigger an immigration 

Sederoff said the men earned $120 per 
day, they were just gardeners, and had no 
connection to the property. 

He noted there was no theft of hydro, so 
that eliminated any safety concerns that are 
often raised when a bypass is used to avoid 
the hydro meter. 

Federal prosecutor Darrin Anger said he 
accepted that the three accused were the 
gardeners, but without them the master¬ 
minds of the operation would have had to 
tend to the plants themselves or not be able 



Niagara Regional Police seized more 
than $11 million in marijuana in July 
2012 from greenhouses at a property 
on Highway 3 in Wainfleet, just west of 
Smith Road, 
to conduct their business. 

“The three accused were actively involved 
in the operation of the greenhouse,” said 
Anger. “There were 11,323 plants here. 

This was a highly commercial enterprise." 

Court heard when police entered the 
greenhouse the three men fled and ran 
into a nearby cornfield. Jin suffered numer¬ 
ous bites to his leg by a dog from the canine 

Anger said a six-month sentence is not 
sufficient in this case because other people 
have received longer sentences with fewer 
plants involved. 

The Crown said there is no evidence 
immigration is tracking this case, or that they 
plan to do anything. 

Judge Harrison Arrell said he needs to 
"straighten out” the immigration issue 
before passing sentence. The case will return 
to Welland court in the afternoon on March 
14. 

The greenhouse is located on Highway 3, 
just west of Smith Road, in Wainfleet 

The property was once used to grow 
cucumbeis. 

In 2005, the same property was the site of 
another multi-million-dollar pot bust 

tony.ricciuto@sunmedia.ca 


TEMPERATURES 
ARE FALLING 

4, CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON A 

V FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONING PACKAGE 

SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS 

'’“•MAINTENANCE • FURNACES • AIR CONDITIONING 

BOB REID 

Heating & Air Conditioning Residential - Commercial 

905 - 892 - 7787 
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THE ULTIMATE VALENTINE S DATE! 


"COUNTRY LOVE SONGS" 
COMES TO PORT COLRORNE 



Described as “The Ultimate 
Valentine’s Date”, a special theatrical 
show called “Country Love Songs” 
comes to the intimate Roselawn 
Theatre in Port Colbome on Sunday 
February 14th at 3pm. Celebrating 
the greatest love songs from all 
your favourite country artists, this 
heartwarming and fun-filled event 
features world-class live musical 
performances starring the amazing 
Memphis Cats band. 

You’ll hear classic love songs from 
legendary country artists including 
Tammy Wynette, Kenny Rogers, 
Randy Travis, Dolly Parton, Johnny 
Cash, Patsy Cline and more. As a 
special date night bonus, the incredible 
Jim Yorifido, best known as “the voice 
of Johnny Cash”, will make a guest 
appearance to perform some sizzling 
country duets with his lovely wife Pam. 


“Country Love Songs” also includes 
the fabulous Bruce Toumay as “The 
Piano Man” and the stunning LoraLee 
McGuirl on lead vocals. 

Stroll down memory lane with your 
sweetheart as you sing along to 
timeless hits including “Stand By 
Your Man”, “Islands In The Stream”, 
“Forever and Ever Amen”, “I Will 
Always Love You”, “Ring of Fire” 
and “Crazy”. 

Tickets to see this special Valentine’s 
Show at the Roselawn Theatre in Port 
Colbome on Sunday February 14th 
at 3pm are on sale now, value priced 
at only $30 all inclusive, available at 
the theatre box office located at 296 
Friesen Avenue in Port Colbome 
or by calling 905-834-7572. Get 
your tickets early to ensure the best 
Valentine’s date ever! 


SPECIAL MATINEE SHOW ! 



BRUCE TOURNAY 


LORALEE MCGUIRL 


feSS'h roselawn theatre "sr 

3:00P.M. 905 - 834-7572 an inclusive 
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□ COMIC CON: Filmmaker, actor will make appearance 

Kevin Smith brings live show to Niagara Falls 


JOHN LAW bank Convention Centre June the upcoming Mallrats 2 and photo. While Smith will not 

Postmedia Network 4 as part of the fifth annual Clerks III. appear at Comic Con, Mewes 



UNDERGROUND TRANSMISSION LINE - 
NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURE 

For the Niagara Region Wind Project, FWRN 


Project Name Niagara Region Wind Project (the “Project”) 

Project Location Within the Townships of West Lincoln and Wainfleet and the Town of Lincoln in the 
Niagara Region and Haldimand County in Southern Ontario 
Notice Dated At Haldimand County and Niagara Region, the 17th of January 2016. 

Niagara Region Wind Corporation, now FWRN LP (the “Proponent”), are engaging in a renewable 
energy project for which a Renewable Energy Approval (“REA”) was issued by the Ministry of the 
Environment (now the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change) on November 21,2014. 
Project Description 

The Project is located within the Townships of West Lincoln and Wainfleet and the Town 
of Lincoln in the Niagara Region and Haldimand County in Southern Ontario. The Project 
will consist of 77 wind turbine generators, step-up transformer, electrical collector lines, 
a transmission line, two transformer substations, turbine access roads and construction 
staging areas. The Project will have a total maximum nameplate capacity of up to 230 MW. 

Underground Transmission Line - Road Closure 

CANBOROUGH ROAD: 

Vault and duct bank installations, along with underground 
trenching will begin on Canborough Road, between 
Collver Road to Regional Road 45. 

The road closure would be from: Jan. 25 to Feb. 2,2016. 

Detours for this road closure are: Wellandport Road to 
Regional Road 45 (see diagram). 

Please note that public services (i.e. mail delivery, garbage pick-up, school buses, 
etc.) may be disrupted during this time. 

If you have any obstructions in the right-of-way near your property (e.g. fences, private gas 
lines, gardens, tiles, electrical lines), please contact Shiloh Berriman (contact information 
below). 

Project Contact Information 

If you have any questions or concerns throughout the Project’s construction phase, please 
do not hesitate to contact us at: 


NIAGARA REGION WIND PROJECT CONTACT 

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION 

Shiloh Berriman 

Cell: 289-683-2563 

General Number: 819-363-6491 

Toll Free: 1-844-363-6491 

Project email: info@nrwc.ca 

Project website: www.nrwf.ca 



pop culture, and the live show 





But many of his greatest 
moments have occurred on 


stage, sharing stories. Smith's 
epic Q&A sessions have 
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Port Colborne's Spot for 
Great Food-Fun and 



Every Saturday 
From 7pm - 10pm 

New Artist 
Every Week 

Fully Licensed 


Watch 
for our 
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Fort Erie mayor: Crystal Beach revitalization on course 







LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK 


facebook.com/ 
InPort News 
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ARRESTING IMAGES: OPP Museum’s travelling exhibition arrives in Welland 
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condensed soup meat pies cookies paper towels 

Prices in effect until January 26 th , 2016, while quantities last. 


GIANT TIGER 

— your saveoneverything store — 


nr\r\ i -m \ cl l \a/ 11 I Store hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 9 pm 

200 Fitch Street, Welland Sat. 8 am to 6 P m-Sun. 9 am to 6 P m 



Jo'invt! B30ST | GIANT TIGER 

WATCH, PIN, POST, LIKE, FOLLOW OR TWEET 1 ^ 
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Girl Guides will 
host book drive 



A community book drive will provide 
an opportunity for young people to leant 
about Women’s Place of South Niagara 
and the importance of literacy. 

The book drive on Saturday, Jan. 30 
will be held from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. at 
Port Colbome Baptist Church on Ridge¬ 
wood Avenue. 

Jane Taft, a Girl Guide leader, organ¬ 
ized the book drive as part of the United 
Nation’s Millennium Development Goal, 
which is aimed at achieving universal 
primary education through literacy. 

Melody McIntyre and Taft are literary 
agents who have been working together 
to make the book drive a possibility. 

The Girl Guides of Canada's National 
Service Project is an opportunity for 
members to provide services to their 

Words in Action is designed to be part of 
the UN’s goal. Words in Action encour¬ 
ages Girl Guides to run book drives, do 
book exchanges, create literacy back- 

Throughout the day people can drop 
off books which will be donated to 
Women’s Place for the agency’s book 
sale. Funds raised will support Women's 
Place frontline operations, include pur¬ 
chasing groceries and providing elec¬ 


tricity for the Niagara Falls and Welland 
locations. 

Taft said the Girl Guides will have the 
chance to learn about literacy through 
activities that engage reading and math 


Taft chose to support Women’s Place 
because other own experience with the 
agency. Taft said when she was younger 
she stayed in a women’s shelter, “so I 
know the importance of those services." 

nity engagement manager for Wom¬ 
en’s Place, will speak to the Girl Guides 
about abuse. Various activities will be 
used to show the girls what abuse is and 

unhealthy relationship 

“I'm always really grateful when peo¬ 
ple invite us to come in to talk to young 
people. It’s important to have peo¬ 
ple understand what abuse is early on. 
The younger you get them, the better,” 
McQuestion said. 

The talk is open to anyone who wants 
to bring their son or daughter. Taft said 

Guides, everyone can participate. 

The book drive will also be an oppor¬ 
tunity for the Girl Guides to put together 
backpacks with school supplies, books, 
and other goods. Donations are needed 
from the public to fill the bags. They will 
be donated to Port Cares for the organi¬ 
zation's Back-to-School Program. 



Jane Taft, Girl Guide leader, prepares for the Girl Guide book drive in Port 
Colborne on Saturday, Jan. 30, by creating literacy backpacks. 



Thank You To Our Lead Campaign Sponsors 


CountryQQ 

Today's Vest Country! UU 


United Way 

South Niagara 

unitedwaysouthniagara. 


United Way South Niagara 
2015 Campaign 

a Please Give Generously 


Ignite possibility in your community. 
Please give generously, 
unitedwaysouthniagara.ca 
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SAVE ON STYLISH 
FURNITURE FOR 
EVERY ROOM 

Over 20,000 sq. ft. of Quality 
Furniture for the entire house. 
Choose from 100’s of 
Luxurious Leathers 
and Fabrics. 


TAX-INS '?: 0 

JANUARY 21 -22-23-24 THURS, FRI, SAT & SUN 


Lampmans 

Furniture 


Mon-Tues 9-6 • Wed & Sat 9-5 
Thurs-Fri 9-9 • Sun Noon - 4 


Fonth ill 

406 


FURNITURE' 


www.lampmanfurniture.com It 

728 Canboro Rd., Fenwick, Ontario • 905.892.4701 • 1.800.892.4702 
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Treschak Enterprises moves to Hwy. 20 


I 's been a whirlwind start to 2016 
or Treschak Enterprises. 

The Welland-based auto body 
supply specialists of 35 years have 
grown so much in the past fewyears, 
they’ve had to move to a new location. 

"We grew exponentially in the last 
couple of years. We needed to move 
before we grew but we recently busted 
into the Toronto market," said Jamie 

Jamie, along with his lather who 
started the business, Don Treschak, 
run the business together and are in 
the middle of moving from Niagara 
Street next to M.T. Bellies to the new 
location on Highway 20. Don’t ask the 
family what municipality they're in, 
but they like to consider it Welland. 

"It's really funny because our 
address says Welland according 
to Canada Post according to Bell 
Canada we're Pelham, according 
to Thorold they get our taxes, and 
our phone number is Fonthill,” the 


Despite the confusion, Treschak 
said the new location—just west of 
Highway 406—was the right fit 

"We looked for about ayear and a 
half before we found this place and 
once we found this place it was the 
right fit We were about 3,500 square 
feet where we were, we're 9,500 
square feet here and it's going to be 
clean, neat, everything's going to be in 
one place, I can fit all my trucks inside 
here so the bucks can be loaded the 
night before and away we go," he said. 

The company restructured in 2015, 
eliminating the retail side of the busi¬ 
ness, to sell exclusively to auto body 
repair shops. 

"It was hard to make that bansition 
because Dad started the business 


importing body panels and then driv¬ 
ing from his pick-up point in Tbronto 
down to Welland and trying to sell 
everything out of his buck,” Treschak 
said. "We had to make a very serious 
choice because 99.3 per cent of our 
business was direct to body shop and 
0.7 per cent was retail. So retail took 
up about 35 per cent of a guy's time on 
the counter where he wasn’t helping 
the 99 per cent of my business." 

Treschak Enterprises sells auto 
paints and technical products to go 
along with that mainly. They also offer 
coaching in different aspects to then 
customers. But one tier of the business 
that Treschak believes has contributed 
to then recent success is then move to 
Internet monitored inventory. 

“Within that store they have about 
two weeks worth of inventory, so for 
two weeks we shouldn’t really need 
to do a delivery. They scan it out like 
a self-checkout at a grocery store," he 

That system allows Treschak to 
sbeamline then delivery process as 
well as cut out much of the overhead 
costs. Treschak Enterprises will 
be completely moved out of its old 
location as of Friday and is looking 
towards farther expansion. 


Glen mount is now part of “Stone Centre Inc. 
Ontarios Largest Retail Monument Company 


SAVE 

up to 

60 % 

OFF 
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Feral felines in need of warm shelters 






HOME 


SHOW 
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■ HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NIAGARA 

Family awaits 
keys to new life 


FRANKIIKEMAN 

Postmedia Network 

It’s a home being built at Niagara Col¬ 
lege, one seen by its future residents as “a 
new beginning in everything." 

People crowded into that half-built 
house at the college’s Welland campus 
to write good wishes in the woodwork 
to the family that will eventually occupy 
that Habitat for Humanity home. 

Habitat Niagara last week held a wood- 
signing ceremony at the college’s Rankin 
Technology Centre where a team of more 
than 70 students from the construc¬ 
tion techniques and renovation techni¬ 
cian programs have been busy building a 
modular house since October. 

The home is set to move to its perma¬ 
nent location on Martin Street in Welland 
in the spring. 

A family of six who came to Canada as 
refugees from El Salvador in 2011 will call 
the house home. 

“For us it means everything right now 


ing to Canada,” said Claudia Palma. "We 
had a very hard time in El Salvador and 
we had to leave everything — we left 
our lives, our house, our friends, and 
this is our new beginning in everything. 
“Especially, this house is like when a boat 
finally arrives to the —” 

“To the final port,” husband Jose Palma 
chimed in. 

Claudia and Jose, their three children 
and Claudia’s mother, Antonia, are look¬ 
ing forward to the fresh start their Habitat 
home will provide. 

The family now resides in Fort Erie. 
Claudia is working through requirements 
that will allow her to practise dentistry in 
Canada and Jose is in an apprenticeship 
program at Niagara College. 

In her free time, Claudia volunteers 
with the Diocese of St. Catharines help¬ 
ing with the sponsorship process to bring 
Syrian refugees to the region. 

See HOME Page 21 



nofrills 

^ lower food prices 


If you find a 
cheaper price, 
simply show 
us and 

we will match. 

See Store For Details 


January 22 nd - January 28 th , 2016 



Brent & Jenny's 1 53 West Side Rd. 
NoFrills I Port Colborne 





,Save a tree! ff| 

Please recycle your paper! 
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Find It In The Classifieds 
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Modular home being 
built on college campus 



J.SNEEK PLUMBING 


Open l2-8pm 


CO ^ 

1 ^ 

s 

.1 

@ 

JOHN SNEEK 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

ll 

Q. 

RENOVAHONS/ADDITIONS 

WATER BACKUP SYSTEMS 

FULLY INSURED/GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP 


GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS 

Bookstore and Distribution Center 


Port Colborne's local Christian bookstore 

• Church bulletins • Devotionals 

• Greeting cards ■ Children’s material 

• Bibles • Christian living 

• Bible studies books... and more! 

Monday to Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm 

304 Killaly St.W.,Port Colbome«(905)835-9166 • www.gospelfoho.con 



C Computers 

|Where traditional customer service 
.meets modern technology" 


SERVICE | UPGRADES | REPAIRS | USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


250 Kent St. Port Colborne = graham@scccomputers.com 

1905-834-6333 www.scccomputers.com ^ 
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New coffee roaster on the block 




Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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fa Classifieds 

A*' inportnews.ca/classifieds ^ __ 


IT A0A1K ROM « 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 • Fax: 1-866-485-8461 • Email: inportnews.classifieds gsunmedia.c; 




TOILET 
Dual Flush 

Round Or 
Elongated 

Reg $169 

Now Only 

$ 109 


THIS MONTH ONLY 

FREE KITCHEN KNOBS & STAINLESS SINK & % 
WITH KITCHEN PURCHASE 


LAMINITE COUNTER TOPS 

J79% s 99kP 

(assorted colours) 

60” SOLID WOOD 
VANITY 

With Quartz Top 
& Soft Close 
Drawers & Doors 

Reg $1899 

OVER 50 STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM NOW ONLY $ 141 3' 50 


COME CHECK OUT OUR 

BATHROOM 

VANITIES 



LAMINATE FLOORING 

WATER RESISTANT...12.3 ML 
ST. MARIO’S COLLECTION 

BEMTWSWFT „ 


1 CERAMIC TILE 

s .°89 

Stainless Steel 
Sink & Half 

Our Price 5 99 

Bar Sink 

-BsgAo 

Our Price *bO 

Jr 

UNDERLAY *» 

WITH VAPOUR BARRIER 

200 sq/ft Peg $36.99 s 32 


UNDERLAY S 

200 sq/ft Reg $32 S-| g 



5 GALLON PAINT 

Contractor Primer 
Beige 

$ 49^9 


$5799 


boomerang j* _ _ 

PAINT $ 15®? 


ALL WOOD TRIM 

5"*8 99 10F T 

4"®7"l 0FT 

•1/2” CORNER 
ROUND & DOORSTOP 

*3 65 ioft 

■ CASING 2%"®6 10 7 FT 


Lotus International 

N0ISELV7.0 RANGE 

HOODS 


175 


w Sy99 


WELLAND 51 - 53 Main St. West 905-734-7555 
Mon -Fri 8-6 • Sat 9-5 


CLASSIFINDS! 
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% CARDNALKIA 


2015 Kia Clearout is for a lir 


The Power to Surprise 


Since 1999, Niagara's first, most trusted & largest Kia dealership. 

Welcome home Niagara, to the dealership that treats you like family. L 


are cash purchase discounts and do not apply to finance or lease offers. Other lease & financing options are 


cash purchase price of $16,355/$21,148/$26,658. Pricing is “all-in pricing" & includes delivery & destination fees up to $1,725, $5 OMVIC fee, $2S 
payment (if applicable & unless otherwise specified). Other purchasing/leasing options are available. A variety of offer(s) available at Cardinal Kia on select 
details on all offers in ad. Vehicles shown may include optional accessories & upgrades available at extra cost. All offers subject to change w/o notice. 00% financing for up to 60 mor 
purchase/lease price pre-taxes. Certain conditions apply, t"Don’t Pay For 90 Days” on all models (90-day payment deferral) applies to purchase financing offers on r" — 14 
this period, interest starts to accrue & the purchaser will repay the principal interest monthly over the term of the contract. Offer ends Feb. in 6. **$500 Cr—* ! * ! - r 

proof of current ownership/lease of a select competitive vehicle. Competitive models include specific VW, Toyota, Nissan, Mazda, Hyundai, Honda, GM, For...... 

Spoilage SXAT Luxury AWD (SP759F)/’15 Rio 2.0L SX AT Luxury (R0758F)/’15 Soul 2.0L SXAT Luxury (S0758F) is $38,495/$27,295/$27,295. Information in this advertisement is believed to be j 


ited are for ’15 Rio LX+/’15 Soul EX/’15 Spoilage LX AWD with a 
ising, registration, insurance, fuel-fill charges up to $100, & down 
itail customers who take delivery from Jan. 5 - Feb. 1/’16. See dealer for complete 

: M i in: '!:■ ! . I : I ih n ' ' in i ' ; ' ; 

rue during the first 60 days of the finance contract. After 



















